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CHAPTER 5

Kitab intiza‘at al-Qur'an al-‘azim
A Compendium of Quranic Quotations Attributed to the Fatimid Secretary
Abu l-Qasim Ali Ibn al-Sayrafi (d. 542/1147)

Bilal W, Orfali

1 Quoting the Quran

Scholars have applied a variety of terms to describe various types of Quranic
usages and borrowings, such as sariga (theft), ikhtilas ([mis]appropriation),
naz‘/intiza“ (extraction), tadmin (insertion), aqd (knotting), istishhad (cita-
tion), talwih/talmih (allusion), ishara (reference), isti‘ara (borrowing), istin-
bat|istikhraj (extraction), or the most common term, igtibas (quotation).!

Incorporating Quranic quotations in prose and poetry was a common prac-
tice as early as the lifetime of the Prophet, as attested by the statements and
poetry of the Prophet’s Companions.? Because the verses of the Quran do not
usually fit within the Arabic metrical system, allusions are more common in
poetry than direct quotations.?

There is no single explanation as to why litterateurs quoted the Quran in
their literary works. Studying and memorizing the Quran was part of schooling
from childhood, and with repeated practice, students became accustomed to
the Quran’s vocabulary and used it naturally. Also, the preeminence of Arabic as
the language of the state, society, and religion encouraged the pervasive knowl-
edge of the Quranic text.* Moreover, the Quran has been revered as a religious
guide and a source of eloquence that possesses miraculous attributes.> Ibn
Khalaf al-Katib (d. fifth/eleventh century) stated that the main motivation for

1 For a general treatment of the topic of quoting the Quran, see Kadi and Mir, Literature and

the Quran; Macdonald and Bonebakker, Iktibas; Orfali, Iqtibas; Sanni, Arabic theory 135-153;
Orfali and Pomerantz, ‘I see a distant fire.” For a discussion on the legal permissibility of
igtibas, see Orfali, In defense of the use of Quran.
al-Saffar, Athar al-Qur'an; Kadi and Mir, Literature and the Qurian 215,
For the use of the Quran in poetry, see al-Fukayki, Igtibas; Audebert, Emprunts. Hikmat Faraj
Badr1 compiled a dictionary of all of the Quranic verses and phrases used in poetry (i.e. those
Quranic phrases that conform to the system of poetic meters). See Badri, Mujam.

4 Kadi and Mir, Literature and the Qur’an 215.

5 For a discussion of the miraculous nature (ijaz) of the Quran, see Vasalou, Miraculous.
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92 ORFALI

Quranic borrowing is seeking divine favor.6 Others, such as secretaries, adorned
their works with Quranic references to prove their talent and skill in appropri-
ating the Quranic language and themes. This is not limited to the Quran. The
practice of incorporating verses from poetry, the Quran, and proverbs (amthal)
developed into an artistic technique, an acceptable touchstone by which to test
the competence of a katib.” A reference to or quotation from the Quran, how-
ever, had the advantage of being recognizable and appreciated by a wide audi-
ence. Moreover, as al-Qalqashandi (d. 821/1418) noted, the Quran is often used
to furnish evidence for arguments, aiding the author in establishing definitive
proofs for his claims with concision and force.®

Quoting the Quran, however, was not always an act of piety or a means
of demonstrating proof or winning an argument. In some cases, quoting the
Quran served to lampoon or parody, or even to ridicule, the concepts and
themes of the sacred text, such as in the mujun poetry of Bashshar b. Burd
(d. 168/784) and Abu Nuwas (d. ca. 200/815). The Quran was also sometimes
used in a humorous context, as is the case in stories of party-crashers (tufayliy-
yun) and penurious men (bukhala’), where the religious text is used to protect
or produce food, often through sexual references or suggestive innuendos. In
such narratives, the sacred text moves from a world of authority to a world
of play or parody, as Fedwa Malti-Douglas, Geert Jan van Gelder, and Ulrich
Marzolph have noted.® Van Gelder adds that when poets, and by extension the
litterateurs, are being frivolous, they usually intend to shock their audience, an
effect that can be achieved by using Quranic references especially because they
are “readily recognized, blatant, and unsubtle.”©

Bearing in mind the belief in the eloquence of the Quran, litterateurs employ
Quranic verses in order to raise the stylistic register of the literary piece. Al-
Thaalibi (d. 429/1039) emphasized that the practice of quoting the Quran is a
conscious decision of the writer. He alluded to earlier attempts to challenge the
literary preeminence of the Quran, the so-called mu‘aradat al-Qurin. In this
early period, a katib could prove his talent by imitating the Quran just as a poet
might prove his mastery by imitating a famous ode. After the {jaz dogma started
to take shape with al-Nazzam (d. after 220/835), litterateurs became more wary
of Quranic imitation.!!

Ibn Khalaf al-Katib, Mawadd 44—45,.

See Ibn al-Athir, al-Mathal i, 101.

al-Qalqashandi, Subh i, 191-193.

van Gelder, Forbidden firebrands; Marzolph, Qoran and jocular literature; Malti-Douglas,
Playing with the sacred.

10  van Gelder, Forbidden firebrands 4.

11 For al-Tha‘alib1’s book, see Orfali and Pomerantz, “I see a distant fire.”

© o3
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KITAB INTIZAAT AL-QUR’AN AL-AZIM 93

Premodern litterateurs and critics devoted chapters and compilations to
the practice of incorporating the Quran in literature. The earliest known work
on (gtibas is Muhammad Ibn Kunasa’s (d. 207/822) Sarigat al-Kumayt min
al-Qur'an, which, unfortunately, has not survived.!? Its title suggests, though,
that this scholar understood the practice of quoting the Quran in poetry as
a theft (sariga), a term that does not necessarily convey a pejorative sense.3
Ibn Dawud al-Isfahani (d. 297/909) devoted the ninety-third chapter of his
Kitab al-zahra to the topic: “Dhikr ma ista‘arathu l-shu‘ara’ min al-Qur’an wa
ma naqalathu ila ash‘ariha min s2’ir al-ma‘ani” (A discussion of what poets
borrowed from the Quran and what they incorporated into their poetry from
common motifs).* Hamza al-Isfahani (d. 360/970) dedicated a chapter to Abii
Nuwas'’s employment of Quranic expressions and ideas in poetry.!>

The earliest comprehensive book on igtibas as an independent subject that
is extant is Aba Mansur al-Thaalib’s al-Iqtibas min al-Quran al-karim. The
term employed by al-Thalibi (igtibas) became the conventional one for quot-
ing or using the Quran in literary texts. Igtibas (lit., taking a live coal or a fire-
brand [gabas] from a fire) denotes a quotation or borrowing from the Quran or
hadith with or without explicit acknowledgement. The regrettably lost Kitab
intiza‘at [min] al-Qurian, attributed to al-Tha‘alibi’s contemporary Abi Sa‘d al-
‘Amidi (d. 433/1042 or 443/1051), was likely also devoted to the issue of borrow-
ings from the Quran.!® A similar title, Kitab intiza‘at al-Quran al-‘agim, by the
Fatimid secretary Ibn al-Sayrafi (d. 542/1147), survives and is the focus of this
article. Later, the practice of igtibas was a common subject in adab and rhetor-
ical works.'”

12 IbnRashiq, Qurada 99 (as quoted in Sanni, Arabic theory 139).

13 Wolfhart Heinrichs explains that for the Arab critics “there is a stable and limited pool of
motifs or poetical themes (ma‘ant) that is worthy to be expressed in poetry,” thus, sariga
became “a way of life for later poets.” Therefore, judgement on a particular sariga depends
on how elegantly a poet employed the borrowed meaning and whether he introduced a
change or improvement in structure (lafz), content (mana), or context (e.g. use in a dif-
ferent genre). See Heinrichs, Evaluation of sariga 358—360.

14 al-Isfahani, Kitab al-zahra ii, 815-820.

15 Sanni, Arabic theory 137.

16 See al-Hamawi, Mujjam al-udaba’vi, 328 (ed. Margoliouth, as quoted in Sanni, Arabic the-
ory 142); Mujam al-udaba’ vi, 23482349 (ed. ‘Abbas). Sanni mentions that this work may
be taken as the third part of al-‘AmidT’s trilogy on the subject of textual borrowings, if we
take into consideration his two other works: al-Irshad ila hall al-mangim and al-Hidaya
ila nagm al-manthr.

17 See Sanni, Arabic theory 143ft.
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94 ORFALI
2 Kitab intiza‘at al-Quran al-‘azim
The work lists the Quranic verses that could be used by the state secretaries in

the presentation of a various topics.!® It does not include any introduction or
conclusion. A total of 117 chapters are included:

1. On prophets and imams

2. On using the terms “king” and “kingdom” to refer to the leaders and
their succession

3 Obeying those set in authority

4 On viziership

5 The one set in authority can decide for the subjects

6. People need someone to drive them away from sins

7 Not to question is a condition of obedience

8 People rarely agree

9. Recalling God’s blessings

10. Seeking shelter in God and holding fast to God’s rope

11. Trust in God

12. On God’s subtle gifts and sufficiencies

13. Virtue of the intellect and the intellectuals

14. Piety, righteousness, and faith
15. Virtue of wisdom

16. Virtue of knowledge

17. Praising the truth

18. Praising justice

19. On truthfulness

20. Fulfilling the covenant

21. Returning the trust

22, Courage and strife

23. Praising patience

24. Preparation [for expeditions]

25. Praising generosity

26. Inducement to do good

27. Praising comforting people

28. Giving alms in secret

29. Those who deserve the alms

30. Helping oneself after having been wronged
31. Praising forbearance and patience

18 See Kadi and Mir, Literature and the Qur’an 216.
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32.
33-
34.
35-
36.
37-
38.
39.

40.
41.
42.

43
44.

45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53-
54.
55.
56.
57-
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.

67.

Modesty

Commanding good

Doing good

Gratitude

Securing the acceptance of repentance

Joining hands to do good

Signs of rejoice

He who commits a sin, repents, and gains the reward of the world and
the hereafter

Support comes from God

Success and guidance come from God

He who has good inner thoughts benefits from exhortation and in-
creases in goodness

There is no guard better than remaining safe

Praising bringing together of the hearts and hands under the word of
God

Following the superior is better than following the inferior

Reliance should be on articulation rather than appearance

Exhorting people to build upon the earth

The repented sinner should not be reproached

Recollection of God

Praising easiness

On good ending

Promoting he who combines integrity and abundance

Taking advice seriously

Seeking ascertainment

Praising compassion towards the poor

The reward of doing good

On the affairs of kings

Praising gaiety and gentle words

Commanding making peace

Obligation of returning the greeting

Giving care and advice

Intercession

Patience while at hardship in doing good

The growth in the benefits of doing good

The difficulty of being patient

He who commanded good should do it, and he who has forbidden
wrong should refrain from doing it

Charging someone with a burden that cannot be borne
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68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73-
74-
75-
76.
77-
78.
79-
8o.
81.
82.
83.
84.

86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.

92.
93.
94-.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99-

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.

ORFALI

Every person is held to account for his own sin

Testing people by their actions

God intends good for creation

On the diversity of sustenance

The blessings and enjoyments of this world

On the scarcity of enjoyment in the world

The world is ups and downs

The attributes of the inhabitants of paradise

Things are by their origins

On the separation between distinct things

What looks alike until tested

On the scarcity of good people

Inspection is more cogent

He who intends good is excused

He who is righteous in most of his actions will be rewarded
People are graded in ranks in religion and the world

That which the good ones learn from it and has bad consequences on
the evil ones

Charging people with what defames them causes them to sin
On exhortation

The world is an abode of preparation to the hereafter
Forbidding wasting wealth

Forbidding killing oneself

The inevitability of approximation in many matters of the world
The good might come from that which is hated and the harm from that
which is desired

The unseen is concealed from humans

People are safe as long as there is a good thing among them
Chapter [on reminding people]

Freedom of choice between punishing fairly or leaving out
Chapter [on removing the harm]

Chapter [on being upright]

Avoidance when in doubt

Differentiating between good and evil people, in reward and punish-
ment

Praising and blaming people in matters they cannot achieve
Destiny diverges from the expectations of humans

On making the enemies busy with other enemies

Lowering the voice is a condition to glorifying the addressee

No blame attaches to the one whose excuse is clear
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105.  Chapter [on fearing not]

106.  God did not compel people to obey or sin

107.  Recognition is via form then character

108.  Striving to save the innocent from punishment
109.  Onself-inspection

110.  Onsubmissiveness

111.  The need of people to God in their religion and their world
112. A chapter on the emigrant and the neighbor
113.  On consultation

114.  Seeking matters appropriate manners

115.  Chapter [on making room for others]

116.  On the necessity of gifts

117.  Section on obedience

3 Authorship of Kitab intiza‘at al-Quran al-‘azim

The cover page of the manuscript of Kitab intiza‘at al-Quran al-‘azim attributes
the work to Ibn al-Sayrafi ‘Al b. Munjib (d. 19 Safar 542/20 July 1147). He was
one of the most prominent secretaries to head the Fatimid diwan al-insha’.®
He started his training as a secretary under Abu 1-‘Ala’ Sa‘id b. Mufarrij. He
was recognized for his excellent style in epistolary writing. A number of his let-
ters are quoted in the sources.2? Ibn al-Sayrafl compiled a guide to the proper
deportment and procedure for the chancery, al-Qanun fi diwan al-ras@’il, and
a history of the Fatimid vizierate, al-Ishara ila man nal al-wizara. Seven of his
short treatises are collected in one volume, al-Afdaliyyat, all dedicated to the
vizier al-Afdal (r. 487-515/1094—1121). Ibn al-Sayrafi also compiled a number of
poetry anthologies that are lost today.?! The title of Kitab intiza‘at al-Quran
does not appear in any bibliography of Ibn al-Sayrafi.

A similar title, Kitab intiza‘at al-Qurian, appears in the bibliography of Abu
Sa‘d (or Sa‘id) al-Amidi (d. 433/1042 or 443/1051). Al-Amidi was a litterateur,
philologist, and grammarian who lived in Fatimid Egypt and served the chan-
cellery of Cairo. He held the office of head of diwan al-insha’ for the caliph
al-Mustansir bi-llah (r. 427-487/1035-1094). Al-Amidi is the author of a num-

19 For Ibn al-Sayrafi, see Brockelmann, GALs i, 489; Walker, Ibn al-Sayrafi, Taj al-Ri’asa; el-
Shayyal, Ibn al-Sayrafi, Téd_j al-Ri’asa; and the editors’ introduction to Ibn al-Sayrafi, al-

Afdaliyyat.
20 Walker, Ibn al-Sayrafi, T3j al-Ri’asa.
21 Ibid.
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ber of books on prosody and stylistics.2? Al-Hamawi, in his entry on al-‘Amidji,
includes these titles: Hall al-mangam, al-Hidaya ila nazm al-manthar, K. Inti-
za‘atal-Quran, K. al-Arud, and K. al-Qawafial-kabir.2® These titles demonstrate
that al-‘Amidi was especially interested in different forms of intertextuality. The
content of K. Intiza‘at does not provide any evidence on whether the book is
by Ibn al-Sayrafi or by al-‘Amidi.

4 Manuscript of Kitab intiza‘at al-Qur'an al-‘azim

The only known manuscript of the work survives in the Yahuda Collection
of the National Library of Israel (no. 407).2* The manuscript was copied for
or hosted in al-Khizana al-Aliya al-Mawlawiyya al-Sayyidiyya al-Malikiyya al-
Sahibiyya al-Tajiyya. An ownership note at the beginning of the text reads:

T ) T L) 2SO ) 3 50 ) )4

o1 Ll O NI

Slay a! Cu\

The manuscript was copied by Muhammad b. Tammam, who could be iden-
tified as Muhammad b. Tammam b. Yahya b. ‘Abbas b. Yahya b. Abi I-Futth b.
Tamim al-Himyari al-Dimashqi (d. 669/1270).26 The manuscript consists of 49
leaves, glazed oriental paper, 140 x194 mm.2”

22 Bauer, al-‘Amidi, Abu Sa‘id.

23 al-Hamawi, Mujam al-udaba’vi, 2349.

24  Ithank Wadad Kadi for providing me a copy of the manuscript.

25  “al-Miqarr” is an epithet used for dignitaries; see H. ‘Asi, Ibn Iyas 178.
26 See Safadi, al-Waff ii, 277 (reference from Wust, Catalogue i, 644).
27 See Wust, Catalogue i, 645.
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